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Time Line

Dates Music Arts & Letters Historical & 
Cultural Events

1750 -
1770

Haydn ,String Quartets, Op. 1
Haydn , Symphony No. 1 (1759)
Mozart , Symphony No. 1 (1764)

Publication of the 
French Encyclopedia 
begins (1761)
Voltaire, Candide
(1759)
Rousseau, The Social 
Contract (1762)

Seven Yearsô War
(1756 -1763)
Watt invents steam 
engine (1769)

1770 -
1820

Haydn ,Symphony No. 45 (Farewell)
Mozart , Don Giovanni  & Eine Kleine Nacht
Musik
Mozart , Symphony No. 40
Haydn, Symphony No. 94 (Surprise)
Haydn , Trumpet Concerto in E - flat major 
(1796)
Beethoven, Piano Sonata in C minor, Op. 13 
(Pathétique )
Beethoven, Symphony No. 5 in C minor 
(1808)
Beethoven, Symphony No. 9
In D Minor (Choral, 1824)

Fragonard, The Swing 
(1776)
David, Death of 
Socrates (1787)
David , Napoleon at St. 
Bernard (1800)
Goethe , Faust (1808)
Austen, Pride  and 
Prejudice (1813)
Goya , The Third of May, 
(1808)
Scott, Ivanhoe (1819)

Louis XVI reigns in 
France (1774 -1792)
American Declaration 
of Independence 
(1776)
Joseph II reigns in 
Austria (1780 -1790)
French Revolution 
begins (1789)
Napoleon becomes 
first consul of France 
(1799)
Napoleonic Wars 
(1803 -1815)



The Classical Period (1750 - 1820)
From Bach to Beethoven MU -103EW

4

Although the Classical Era lasted for only 70 years, there was a substantial 
change in the music that was being produced. Classical music placed a 
greater stress on clarity with regard to melodic expression and instrumental 
color. Although opera and vocal music (both sacred and secular) were still 
being written, orchestral literature was performed on a much broader basis. 
The orchestra gained more color and flexibility as clarinets, flutes, oboes, 
and bassoons became permanent members of the orchestra.

The classical style was dominated by  homophony which consisted of a 
single melodic line and an accompaniment. New forms of composition were 
developed to adapt to this style. The most important of these forms was the 
sonata which was in instrumental music. This form continued to change 
and evolve throughout the classical period, and it is important to note that 
the classical sonata was very different from the sonatas written by Baroque 
composers. 


