
The Baroque Period
1600 - 1750



Music Arts & Letters Historical & 
Cultural Events
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Monteverdi , Orfeo (1607)
Monteverdi , Coronation of Poppea
(1642)

Shakespeare, Hamlet 
(1600)
Cervantes, Don Quixote
(1605)
Bernini, David Slaying 
Goliath (1623)
Rubens , Adoration of the 
Magi (1634)
Rembrandt, Aristotle 
with the bust of Homer 
(1653)
Milton, Paradise Lost 
(1667)

Jamestown founded 
(1607)
King James Bible 
(1611)
Galileo confirms that 
the earth revolves 
around the sun (1610)
Thirty Years War 1618 -
1648) 
Louis XIV reigns in 
France (1643 -1715)
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Purcell , Dido & Aeneas (1689)
Correlli , Trio Sonata in A minor Op. 3, 
No. 10 (1689)
Bach , Organ Fugue in g minor (Little 
Fugue) (c.1709)
Bach , Brandenburg Concerto, No. 5 in D 
Major (c.1721)
Vivaldi (La Primavera)
Spring
Concerto for Violin and Orchestra, Op. 8, 
No.1 (1725)
Bach, Cantata No. 140 Wachet auf, ruft
uins die stimme (1731)
Handel, Messiah (1741)

Locke, Essay Concerning 
Human Understanding
(1689)
Dufoe , Robinson Crusoe 
(1719)
Swift, Gullivers Travels 
(1726)

Newtonôs Principa
Mathematica (1687)
Witchcraft trials in 
Salem, Massachussetts
(1692)
Louis XV reigns in 
France (1715 -1774)
Frederick the Great 
Reigns in Prussia 
(1740 -1786)



Important Composers of the 
Baroque Composers

Claudio Monteverdi

Henry Purcell

Antonio Vivaldi George Fredrick Handel

Arcangelo Corelli Johann Sebastian Bach



Important form developments of 
the Baroque Period

�y Concerto Grosso & Ritornello Form

�y The Fugue

�y Opera

�y Baroque Sonata

�y Baroque Suite

�y Chorale & Church Cantata

�y Oratorio


